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The Death of Herod Agrippa & 
A Change of Focus &

To The Ends of The Earth &

If You Have A Message Of Encouragement &

Almost The Whole City Heard The Word
Acts 12 began with the persecution of the Church by Herod Agrippa

Last time we talked of Peter being miraculously delivered from prison 
Sadly, the freeing of Peter led to the death of the soldiers guarding Peter

While Herod Agrippa had the power to do this, it reminds us of the terrible results of anger

Acts 12:19b, 20 – All the circumstances of this information is not entirely clear

Caesarea, was an important city with its harbour – (manmade harbour)

Herod had a “problem” with Tyre & Sidon, cities of Phoenicia

The name "Phoenicia" in Greek, means "land of dates, or palm trees" 

It occurs in the Bible only in Acts (Acts 11:19; Acts 15:3; Acts 21:2) – so we don’t have a lot of detail about it

For whatever reason, Herod became angry with the people of Tyre and Sidon
They sent a delegation to ask for peace, using Blastus, Herod’s personal servant, as a go between

Acts 12:21 – 23 – must have been a sight!!

This description by Luke is graphic and frightening

An historian of the time, Josephus also describes Herod’s appearance and the events on an occasion where the king stood before the people of Caesarea

The occasion he describes seems to be this one in Acts

His account of the death of Herod corresponds quite closely to Luke’s though he does not mention the dispute Herod had with Tyre and Sidon
“After the completion of the third year of his reign over the whole of Judaea, Agrippa came to the city of Caesarea,... [where] he celebrated spectacles in honour of Caesar. On the second day of the spectacles, clad in a garment woven completely of silver so that its texture was indeed wondrous, he entered the theatre at daybreak. There the silver, illumined by the touch of the first rays of the sun, was wondrously radiant and by its glitter inspired fear and awe in those who gazed intently upon it. Straightway his flatterers raised their voices from various directions—though hardly for his good—addressing him as a god... The king did not rebuke them nor did he reject their flattery as impious…at once he felt a stab of pain in his heart. He was also gripped in his stomach by an ache that he felt everywhere at once and that was intense from the start. Leaping up he said to his friends: "I, a god in your eyes, am now bidden to lay down my life, for fate brings immediate refutation of the lying words lately addressed to me. I, who was called immortal by you, am now under sentence of death. But I must accept my lot as God wills it. In fact I have lived in no ordinary fashion but in the grand style that is hailed as true bliss…Even as he was speaking these words, he was overcome by more intense pain. They hastened, therefore, to convey him to the palace; and the word flashed about to everyone that he was on the very verge of death.... Exhausted after five straight days by the pain in abdomen, he departed this life in the fifty-fourth year of his life and the seventh of his reign (Antiq. XIX, 343-50 [viii.2]). 

Both Luke and Josephus note that Herod did not rebuke them for their flattery

 Luke says he “did not give praise to God”

Both historians record Herod’s death as being the direct result of his presumption

Luke's concise account gives us the physical cause of Agrippa's death—"eaten by worms"
A major persecutor of the Church is gone at the death of Herod Agrippa 
Acts 12:24 – Persecution did not stop the Church from fulfilling the Lord’s commission   

Acts 12:25 – Chapter ends with Barnabas and Saul returning from their mission to take support to the needy in the Church in Jerusalem (Acts 11:30)
Acts 11 introduced a congregation that God used to make things happen—the Antioch congregation

A truth expressed in humour is that “some people make things happen, others watch things happen, while still others are left wondering what happened”

Barnabas was sent to help the Antioch congregation - Acts 11:19 - 26 

This congregation was committed to the will of God and fruit for the Lord was produced

Worth noticing that when Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem they brought John Mark with them

A Change of Focus
Chapter 13 changes the focus from the work of Peter to the work of Paul

Chapters 13 – 28 present the spread of the gospel to the Roman (Gentile) world

The church at Antioch had a strong leadership

There is always a great need for spiritual leaders with vision in the Church – 

Old Testament prophets are full of discussion and condemnation of those who were not godly leaders

One of the first examples of this in the Church is Acts 6:3

In later days there was emphasis on good leadership and sound teaching – 1 Timothy 1:3 – 7; 3:1 – 7; 4:1 – 16; 2 Timothy 4:1 – 4; Titus 1:5
Acts 13:1 – 3:

"Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them" 
Barnabas we have met in Acts:

4:36 - he was a Levite from the island of Cyprus

His birth name was Joseph, but the apostles named him Barnabas, which means "Son of Encouragement

Barnabas introduced Saul to the skeptical and suspicious believers at Jerusalem - 9:27

The Jerusalem brethren sent him to check out the rumors that Gentiles had been saved in Antioch - 11:22  

He got Saul to join him in the ministry in Antioch - 11:25 – 26

Travelled with Saul to take the Antioch church's contributions to Jerusalem – 11:30
To The Ends of The Earth

A. The First Missionary Journey (13:1-14:28)

Jesus had told the apostles they would begin in Jerusalem and finally take the gospel to the “ends of the earth” – Acts 1:8
We have seen this day coming as we have seen the gospel growing into the non-Jewish world

1. The conversion of Cornelius in chapter 10 
2. In 11:20-21 Luke speaks of the Antioch church’s evangelism among Gentiles 

Chapter 13 is the first of three trips of Saul (Paul) to the west

Often the visits were short in the various cities/towns but sometimes for extended periods

In these trips many of the most important cities in the Roman Empire were visited

Acts 13:1 turns our attention away from the events with Herod in Caesarea and focuses on what was happening in the church in Antioch

Verse 1 speaks of the leaders there

This congregation had already shown itself to be very active in evangelism (Acts 11:19-30) 
In verse 2, the future begins to unfold…

Acts 13:3 - The formal appointment (ordination) of Barnabas and Saul was accompanied by prayer and fasting

Then they “placed their hands on them” to designate them for the work and sent them away

Acts 13:4, 5 – In Salamis they went into the Jewish synagogue and “proclaimed the word of the Lord”
Salamis was one of the major cities of Cyprus  

Luke also makes note of the fact that John Mark, a cousin of Barnabas, was with them

 They meet their first opposition at Paphos

 Paphos was a great center for the worship of Aphrodite [Venus]... The greatest festival in Cyprus in honor of Aphrodite was the Aphrodisia, held for three days each spring. It was attended by great crowds not only from all parts of Cyprus but also from surrounding countries. (Charles F. Pfeiffer and Howard F. Vos, The Wycliffe Historical Geography of Bible Lands [Chicago: Moody, 1967], 305-6)

It was a city rife with immorality: "Extensive religious prostitution accompanied [Aphrodite's] rites at Paphos" (Pfeiffer and Vos, 306)

Acts 13:6 - 12

Sergius Paulus, was an intelligent man and wanted to hear their message
Interestingly, this particular Roman official has left no definite record in history other than this mention in Acts   

The Jewish sorcerer, Bar-Jesus (“son of Jesus” or “son of Joshua” in Aramaic), wants to keep Sergius Paulus from hearing

It was not unusual for Roman officials to consult magicians
Perhaps Bar-Jesus saw his position in danger if Sergius Paulus heard the gospel

Just as Peter had denounced Simon the Sorcerer, Saul denounces Bar-Jesus

At this point Luke mentions Saul’s Roman name, Paul which may have importance in the continuing work of Saul

Another interesting point is that up to now it had been “Barnabas and Saul” but afterward it will be “Paul and Barnabas”

Paul tells Bar-Jesus that he will be blind for a time…(Paul could relate as he himself had been blind for a time)

For the proconsul, the miracle confirmed the truth of what was being preached and he believed

The Importance of Preaching the Gospel

It would appear that many today do not value the preaching of the gospel as the early Church did

This happened in the past - Amos 8:11 - "The days are coming," declares the Sovereign LORD, "when I will send a famine through the land-- not a famine of food or a thirst for water, but a famine of hearing the words of the LORD”
Often today what is heard from pulpits are the uncertain sounds of various philosophies, social chitchat, storytelling and shallow sermons        

Some consider preaching to be a holdover from days gone by

Emphasis is on being user-friendly and entertainment based 
Biblical preaching, telling of the saving work of God, was and is vital to spiritual life and health

The Church began on the Day of Pentecost when Peter preached the gospel for the first time

The Church grew into the gentile world through the work of Philip

The Church continued to grow as Paul and Barnabas set off on their first journey of evangelism

The Lord’s Church will grow today only when the gospel, in all its truth, is preached today 
If You Have A Message Of Encouragement 
Acts 13 – Let us look at the message and result of the preaching of Paul and Barnabas 
As they set out on in their journey, Luke tells us that John Mark leaves them and returns to Jerusalem

13:13 - 15 – At the synagogue in Pisidian Antioch, they are invited to speak if they have a “message of encouragement” 

Paul begins by doing some foundation work, reminding them of history and the fact that their people had not always been faithful to God

Also, every pious Jew knew that the Messiah was to come through David’s family and would be announced by a prophet

Acts 13:16 – 25

Acts 13:26 – 37
26 – Paul says this message of salvation is sent to the Jews and the God-fearing Gentiles

27 – 29 – Paul tells them their involvement in the death of Jesus fulfilled prophecy

Paul makes no distinction between those who put him to death and those who “took him down from the tree, and laid him in the sepulcher”
30 – 33 – The resurrection, a fact testified to by many, is the final proof of Jesus Messiahship – 1 Corinthians 15:6, 8
34 – 37 – Paul continues to quote from David to prove the Messiah should rise from the dead

38, 39 – Therefore always an important word

The forgiveness of sins is proclaimed through Jesus Christ – Romans 3:20 – 26
Their forgiveness, like ours, depends upon their faith in Jesus

40, 41 – Paul ends his sermon, warning of the danger of failing to believe in Jesus

Concludes by quoting Habakkuk 1:5 – a warning to Judah about their coming judgment 

Must always remember that God's grace and love do not cancel His justice and hatred of sin
Almost The Whole City Heard The Word
The warning given through the Hebrew writer should be a concern to us today – Hebrews 2:1 – 3
42, 43 – The response of the synagogue audience was positive 

Many wanted to continue the discussion

44 – 52 – For the Gentiles, the message that salvation included them was welcome

The next Sabbath, “almost the whole city” was present to hear Paul and Barnabas

Even if the numbers were a “preacher’s count” it was enough to “fill the Jews with jealousy”

Verse 46 is a major policy statement for Paul

This does not mean that Paul no longer believed that Jews could be won to Jesus, however, the Lord intended his work to be with the Gentiles

He continues his practice of going to the synagogue in different cities – Acts 14:1
49, 50 - As “the word of the Lord spread” the Jews did they could to hinder its progress

This led to Paul and Barnabas being expelled from the region  

51, 52 – They shook the dust off their feet, a meaningful gesture

The apostles, however, were filled with joy
